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Abstract

In 2008 and 2009, a 14-in. natural gas liquids pipeline was constructed in Colorado and Wyoming. The
152-mi.-long pipeline is collocated with other pipelines, as it follows an existing utility corridor over
most of its extent, from the Piceance Basin in Rio Blanco County northwards through Moffat County to
a pipeline interconnect near Wamsutter, Wyoming. Because the pipeline crossed lands administered by
the Bureau of Land Management and required federal authorizations, the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (as amended) was applicable. Alpine Archaeological Consultants, Inc. was hired to survey the
route and to aid in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Colorado
Bureau of Land Management State Office was the lead federal agency on the project.

Because the project is largely collocated with other pipelines in northwestern Colorado and southwestern
Wyoming, it largely affect the same type of archaeological sites. Fourteen sites ranging, from Paleoindian
to historic Euroamerican, were subjected to data recovery, though the details of those excavations are
described elsewhere. Like previous pipeline projects in the utility corridor, Archaic basin houses were
encountered at several sites. Other sites are thought to represent campsites or resource procurement
and processing locations. Moderate quantities of lithic artifacts were recovered, but most sites yielded
relatively low quantities of animal bones or macrobotanical remains. Project results are synthesized with
data from other pipeline projects, which produces a large set of archaeological data that are synthesized
herein.

The major research themes presented in this volume synthesize chronometric and spatial information
(Chapter 5), subsistence (Chapter 6), prehistoric technology (Chapter 7), small cultural features
(Chapter 8), prehistoric architecture (Chapter 9). Chapter 10 describes the results of remote sensing at
two prehistoric sites in the project corridor and Chapter 11 discusses changes to regional prehistoric
archaeological units based on project data. Chapter 12 clarifies historic research themes addressed with
the project data. When appropriate, these topics were examined across time and space. Given the results
presented in this volume, it is clear that the mitigation approach for historic properties within the
pipeline corridor was successful in providing important archaeological information that advances local
and regional understandings of past lifeways.
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Chapter 1:

Introduction

by Alan D. Reed and Matthew J. Landt

Project Background

In 2008 and 2009, a natural gas liquids pipeline was constructed in Colorado and Wyoming. The 152-mi.-
long pipeline was collocated with other pipelines, as it followed an existing utility corridor over most of
its extent, from the Piceance Basin in Rio Blanco County northwards through Moffat County to a pipeline
interconnect at Echo Springs Pump Station, near Wamsutter, Wyoming,.

The utility corridor crosses private lands, lands administrated by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
the Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife (CDOW), and the State of Colorado Land Board. Because the
pipeline represents interstate natural gas transportation across federal properties, certifications by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the BLM were necessary. Because federal lands and
authorizations were necessary, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended)
applied to the projects. Section 106 is a process intended to ensure the consideration of important
cultural resources prior to development projects. The Colorado BLM State Office was the lead federal
agency on the project. Alpine Archaeological Consultants Inc. (Alpine) was hired to conduct cultural
resource investigations.

This document serves as the record for the archaeological data recovery efforts associated with the
project. The data recovery efforts exposed 168 small cultural features and 16 basin houses at 14 sites,
which resulted in the collection of 41,250 artifacts, 7,245 animal bones, and hundreds of ancillary study
specimens, as well as producing notes and maps pertaining to the contextual relationships of these
materials. The data resulting from the analysis of these materials are summarized in the following and
provide the basis for interpretations. An attempt has been made to include enough information that other
researchers can evaluate the logic behind the report’s interpretations and derive other interpretations.
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Figure 1. General location of the project corridor.




