Documenting Elkab

AARC L
HATE-

g x.A.lnlk
i N R




About Access Archaeology

Access Archaeology offers a different publishing model for specialist academic material that might
traditionally prove commercially unviable, perhaps due to its sheer extent or volume of colour content,
or simply due to its relatively niche field of interest. This could apply, for example, to a PhD dissertation
or a catalogue of archaeological data.

All Access Archaeology publications are available as a free-to-download pdf eBook and in print format.
The free pdf download model supports dissemination in areas of the world where budgets are more
severely limited, and also allows individual academics from all over the world the opportunity to access
the material privately, rather than relying solely on their university or public library. Print copies,
nevertheless, remain available to individuals and institutions who need or prefer them.

The material is refereed and/or peer reviewed. Copy-editing takes place prior to submission of the
work for publication and is the responsibility of the author. Academics who are able to supply print-
ready material are not charged any fee to publish (including making the material available as a free-to-
download pdf). In some instances the material is type-set in-house and in these cases a small charge is
passed on for layout work.

Our principal effort goes into promoting the material, both the free-to-download pdf and print edition,
where Access Archaeology books get the same level of attention as all of our publications which are
marketed through e-alerts, print catalogues, displays at academic conferences, and are supported by
professional distribution worldwide.

The free pdf download allows for greater dissemination of academic work than traditional print models
could ever hope to support. It is common for a free-to-download pdf to be downloaded hundreds or
sometimes thousands of times when it first appears on our website. Print sales of such specialist material
would take years to match this figure, if indeed they ever would.

This model may well evolve over time, but its ambition will always remain to publish archaeological
material that would prove commercially unviable in traditional publishing models, without passing the
expense on to the academic (author or reader).
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Preface
W. Vivian Davies

This volume presents a selective account of the Oxford Epigraphic Expedition to Upper Egypt’s progress
over recent seasons (largely seasons 2017-2020, 2022). It comprises five reports, the first four devoted to
the results of the on-going documentation of the pharaonic monuments of Elkab, especially the tombs
of the main rock-necropolis, and the fifth to Coptic ostraca (with unusual content) from the related
site of Hagr Edfu, now stored in the Antiquities Magazine at Elkab. The numerous published reports on
earlier seasons of work at both sites are listed in the bibliographies within.

The work has been carried out with the kind permission of the Permanent Committee of the
Supreme Council of Antiquities, Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities of Egypt, under the auspices, since
2017, of the Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford (previously of the British Museum), and with the
assistance in Cairo of the Administration of Foreign Missions Affairs, the Centre of Documentation of
Egyptian Antiquities, and the American Research Center in Egypt.

The core team during the period has included: Vivian Davies (Director, Epigrapher), Liam McNamara
(Assistant Director, Epigrapher), Luigi Prada (Assistant Field Director, Epigrapher), Lamia El-Hadidy
(Senior Conservator), Mohamed Badawy (Conservator), Bianca Madden (Project Conservator), Robert
Demarée (Hieratic Specialist), Claire Thorne (Artist), Susanne Woodhouse (Epigrapher), Anke Blgbaum
(Epigrapher), Xavier Droux (Epigrapher), Ellen Jones (Epigrapher), Will Schenck (Epigrapher), Renée
Friedman (Archaeologist), Glinter Heindl (Architect/Surveyor), Joel Paulson (Surveyor), James Rossiter
(Photographer), and Paul Wordsworth (Digital Recording Specialist). Also to be acknowledged in
terms of the content of the present volume are the epigraphic contributions from previous seasons of
Marcel Marée and Ilona Regulski, the provision of relevant archival material by the Griffith Institute,
University of Oxford, by the Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan, The British Museum, and by our
long-time colleague, Dietrich Wildung, as well as significant logistical support from the Department of
Archaeology and Ancient History, Uppsala University.

For help and co-operation in the field, we are grateful to the following: Staff of the Aswan and Nubia
Antiquities Zone; Director of the Edfu Inspectorate, Osama Ismail Ahmed; senior Inspectorate officers
(past and present), Suzie Labib, Ramadan Hassan Ahmed, and Nagwa Abdel Megeed; Director of the
Elkab Antiquities Magazine, Ibrahim Hussein Mohamed; successive Chief Inspectors of Elkab, Mohamed
Saad, Ashraf Harb and Tharwat Musallam Saady; and the many site- and expedition-inspectors and local
guards, who have assisted and facilitated our work.

In the preparation and composition of this volume, we have much benefited from the admirable
technical skills and experience of Loretta Kilroe and from the invaluable editorial assistance of Patricia
Spencer. We are grateful to Archaeopress, Oxford, for accepting the volume for publication, and for
seeing it efficiently through to press.
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