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SECTION 1: STUDYING THE HYKSOS







1. Introduction

"... unexpectedly, from the regions of the East,
invaders of obscure race marched
in confidence of victory against our land.
By main force they easily seized it,
without striking a blow.'
Manetho, Aegyptiaca, frg. 42, 1.75-1.76.

1.1 Introduction

Manetho's obscure reference to a race of invaders has been
a constant source of debate and controversy. But who are
they and where did they come from? They are named the
'Hyksos' — a Greek modification of the Egyptian expression
hk3 h3s.wt 'ruler of foreign lands'. The Hyksos are correlated
with the Fifteenth Dynasty of the Second Intermediate
Period, a time characterised by the destabilisation and
regionalisation of the Egyptian state. Several scholars have
pondered over their victory and rule in Egypt, from the
manner in which they entered Egypt and the means with
which they claimed the throne to their final expulsion from
the land. The present work assesses their rise to power,
exploring the preliminary stages that enabled the Hyksos to
gain control over a portion of Egyptian territory and thus to
merit a small mention in Manetho's history.

1.2 Research Problems

The Fifteenth Dynasty has provoked much discussion
on the role of foreigners in Egypt. Manetho's account
originally led historians to search for traces of northeastern
warriors violently succeeding the Egyptian regime.! Over
the past few decades, excavations in the Delta have
caused scholars to propose that the Hyksos takeover may
not have been wholly violent, but that it was partly or
even completely facilitated by a northeastern population
already living in Egypt.? Archaeological evidence from
Tell el-Dab'a (Avaris) has revealed that the population
largely derived from a Levantine ethnic group, one
which is represented in the Egyptian corpus as that of the
'Asiatics'. A study on the rise of the Hyksos must therefore
entail an assessment of Levantines in Egypt during the
period before their rule, that is, the Middle Kingdom and
the early Second Intermediate Period.

This exercise is well reflected in the available literature but
is marked by a lack of a thorough and recent examination
of the varying representations of northeasterners within
Egyptian society. A few attempts have been made in
tracing their presence in Egypt, yet the studies mostly
focus on a particular body of evidence, such as textual

! For example, Winlock, Rise and Fall, 96-97; Redford, Egypt,
Canaan, and Israel, 98-106. For more on past scholarship, see
Chapter 2.2.

For example, see Bietak, Avaris; Bietak, in Second Intermediate
Period, 139-181.

©

references to Asiatics or specific forms of archaeological
data. Often, the representations are removed from their
context and utilised to support circumstantial evidence,
with an inherent disregard for the influence of the Egyptian
concept of the other that permeates representations
and incorporates ideological affirmations of Egyptian
supremacy. Consequently, a land in the Levant is equated
to one with 'fuzzy-wuzzies in some godforsaken outback"
while depictions of Asiatics in the Middle Kingdom
become scenes of wandering nomadic tribes. With such
conclusions, scholars have discounted the nature of the
evidence, its purpose and the context in which it appears.

In addition, many researchers have concentrated on
developments within a specific category of evidence,
effectually omitting data that can significantly alter their
findings.* The reliance on scarab analysis, for instance,
has led some to assert that the Hyksos and their people
originated from the Southern Levant. While this may be
correct, correlating the distribution of scarabs and seals
with ethnic origins is subject to error, much like the
equation of particular ceramics at a site with the presence
of the people behind its production (i.e. the 'pots equal
people' contention). The presence or absence of these finds
may instead be related to commercial activities.

Another research problem is that the literature is primarily
concentrated on evidence from one specific area, namely
the Delta or the Southern Levant. Although of utmost
significance, such areas should not overshadow the
equally important regions of Middle Egypt, Upper Egypt,
the Northern Levant and the Eastern Desert.

A further research dilemma is the reliance on finds from
unclear contexts and/or later periods. An example is the use
of the aforementioned history of Manetho which should
instead be utilised as supporting data. Scholars' dependence
on such evidence has resulted in misinterpretations in the
chronology, ethnic origins, and nature of the Fifteenth
Dynasty that still resonate in current scholarly literature.

Evidently, the research problems highlight the need for a
new study that examines the rise of the Hyksos through
a reappraisal of various forms of evidence across Egypt
and the Levant. Such a study would surely advance

3 Redford, Egypt, Canaan, and Israel, 85.
4 Baines, in Study of the Ancient Near East, 344.
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our knowledge of the ambiguous Fifteenth Dynasty in
Egyptian history and address the 'warm and ongoing
debate"” surrounding the Hyksos's emerging reign.

1.3 Research Goals

In an attempt to shed new light on the socio-political
developments associated with Asiatics and the accession
of the Fifteenth Dynasty, this study aims to examine the
rise of the Hyksos by tracing Egyptian-Levantine contact
from the Middle Kingdom to the early Second Intermediate
Period via a holistic approach of the evidence.

The primary objective is to investigate how the Hyksos
were able to form an independent state in the north
of Egypt. The nature and development of Egyptian-
Levantine relations is assessed to examine the validity
of proposed theoretical models explaining the rise of the
Hyksos, including: (1) the invasion model; (2) the gradual
infiltration and peaceful takeover; and (3) the gradual
infiltration and violent takeover.

The study secondarily aims to explore the origins of the
Fifteenth Dynasty. Scholarly consensus agrees that the
Hyksos are from West Asia. However, a more precise area
of origin has been fervently debated. This aim is linked
with that of the rise of the Hyksos and is largely dependent
on which of the aforementioned models is supported by
the evidence.

The third aim entails a reanalysis of Egyptian relations
with the Levant. Changes in the status and role of
foreigners from the northeast are to be examined with a
reassessment of developments in the Egyptian concept of
and reaction to foreigners. The latter further encompasses
an investigation into the influence of context and genre
on the collected data.

1.4 Research Methodology

The main method is to trace elements of a West Asiatic
ethnic group(s) and culture in Egypt and the Eastern
Desert. These markers may be revealed through:

1. Archaeological evidence, gathered from sites
featuring non-Egyptian elements encompassing:
(a) secular and sacral architecture; (b) burial
customs; (c) characteristic non-Egyptian vessels;
and (d) small material goods. The evidence is
compared to and supplemented by archaeological
finds from the Levant;

2. Textual evidence, including contemporary texts
preserved on (a) stelae, (b) royally-instigated
inscriptions, (¢) tomb inscriptions, (d) scarabs, seals
and seal impressions, (e) papyri, and (f) graffiti.
Asiatics can be identified by the use of terms
designating Asiatic groups, Levantine toponyms

3 Redford, Egypt, Canaan, and Israel, 101.

and non-Egyptian names. Literary and linguistic
perspectives are utilised, the former of which is
used to assess the influence of genre and style while
the latter focuses on terminology; and

3. Artistic evidence, which embraces depictions
of Asiatics on (a) wall scenes in funerary
contexts; (b) scarabs, seals, and seal impressions;
(c) stone, ceramic and wooden three-dimensional
figures; and (d) small material goods. These are
evaluated according to their context and aspects
of composition. The contextual study includes an
artefact's overall decorative scheme, immediate
context as well as its contemporary socio-political
and religious circumstances, whereas aspects
of composition embrace artistic details such as
posture, colour and clothing.

The second method is to examine the development of
Egyptian-Levantine relations as expressed by evidence in
the Levant. The same three abovementioned bodies of data
are collected, focussing on that which displays contact
with the Egyptian culture. Results are then compared with
evidence from Egypt and the Eastern Desert.

All forms of evidence are presented geographically
and, where possible, chronologically. Such an analysis
helps identify the development of Egyptian-Levantine
relations for each particular site and region, as well as the
progression of foreigners' status in Egyptian society. It
further provides a holistic approach to help determine how
the Hyksos emerged as a dominant power in Egypt and the
Mediterranean.

15 Research Parameters

1.5.1 Geographical scope and terminology

Three areas are investigated: (1) Egypt; (2) the Eastern
Desert; and (3) the Levant (Figure 1.1). Sites considered
in each area are those which bear traces of Egyptian-
Levantine relations and/or are heavily featured in the
literature. Egypt is divided into four regions of the Delta,
the Memphite region, Middle Egypt and Upper Egypt.
The Eastern Desert has been selected as a peripheral zone
frequented by Egyptian expeditions and includes the
Sinai Peninsula. Contacts with the Libyans to the west,°
the Nubians and Puntites to the south,” as well as the
civilisations further north® are only discussed in relation to
Egyptian-Levantine relations.

6 See Booth, Role of Foreigners, 9-10, 38-44; Forbes, KMT 16/1

(2005), 73.

See Booth, Role of Foreigners, 9, 45-53; Bourriau, in Studien zur

altAgyptischen Keramik, 25-41; Bourriau, in Egypt and Afiica,

129-144; Bourriau, in Ancient Egypt, 194-197; Liszka, Medjay and

Pangrave; Schneider, Auslinder in Agypten 2, 82-104, 110-111,

179-181; Lacovara, in Hyksos, 69-86.

8 For example, the Minoan and Cypriote cultures. See Schneider,
Auslinder in Agypten 2, 183-184; Merrillees, Trade and
Transcendence; Kemp and Merrillees, Minoan Pottery; Maguire,
TeD 21; Warren, in Egypt, the Aegean and the Levant, 1-18.
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EGYPT, THE EASTERN

The Levant is presented as two main geographical
regions (Figure 1.1): (1) the Northern Levant, including
modern western Syria and Lebanon; and (2) the Southern
Levant, including present-day Israel, the Palestinian
occupied territories and Jordan. The division is simply a
geographical differentiation that is commonly found in
the literature. Levantine cultural traits were often shared
across the region, but can appear in the archaeological
record at slightly different periods, especially following
the collapse of the Early Bronze Age (EBA) and the rise
of the Middle Bronze Age (MBA). Thus, the terms used
in this work are derived from geographical terminology
rather than ethnic identifiers (e.g. Amorite or Canaanite).
The expression 'Syria-Palestine' is only utilised to refer to
a type of Levantine vessel typically classified as the 'Syro-
Palestinian store-jar'.

1.5.2  Chronological scope and terminology

A detailed investigation into chronological correlations
between Egypt and the Levant would be too vast to explore
in the present work. As such, the monograph is dependent
on other chronological analyses and does not aim to offer
revisions of synchronised chronologies. Instead, the study
sheds new insights on the socio-political changes that may
have led to an independent Fifteenth Dynasty in Egypt.
Further discussion into chronological correlations that are
adopted in the study may be found in Chapter 2.3.

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

The Egyptian period under examination is the Twelfth to
early Fifteenth Dynasties, the sequence of dynasties and
rulers cited here adhering to Ryholt (Figure 1.2).° Due to
the unclear nature of the absolute chronology of the Middle
Kingdom, and the absolute and relative chronology of the
Second Intermediate Period, absolute dating is not utilised
or discussed.’® While the Middle Kingdom includes
Dynasty 12, the Thirteenth Dynasty has been proposed to
belong fully or partially to the Second Intermediate Period,
the beginning of which remains conjectural. The present
work follows Ryholt's division of the Second Intermediate
Period into two stages: (1) a weakened Egyptian state and
its disintegration into two main kingdoms, the Fourteenth
Dynasty in the north and the Sixteenth Dynasty in the

DYNASTY NOMEN PRENOMEN
12 Amenemhat | Sihotepibra
Senwosret | Kheperkara
Amenemhat I Nebkaura
Senwosret || Khakheperra
Senwosret Il Khakaura
Amenembhat Ill Nimaatra
Amenemhat IV Maakherura
Sobeknofru Sobekkara
13* Sobekhotep | Sekhemrakhutawy
Amenemhat V Sekhemkara
Smw/Qemau -
Sihornedjheritef Hotepibra
Siwesekhtawy Sihotepibra
Hor Awibra
Khendjer Weserkara
Noferhotep | Khasekhemra
Sihathor Menwadjra
Sobekhotep IV Khaneferra
Sobekhotep V Merhotepra
Sobekhotep VI Khahotepra
Ibiaw Wahibra
Aya Mernoferra
Sobekhotep VII Merkaura
14* Ykbm Sekhaenra
3mw Nebweserra
K3rh Khaweserra
Gmw Aahotepra
Ssi (Sheshi) Maaibra
Nehsy Aasehra
15* Smkn f
pr-nti -
Skrhr -
Hys3n (Khayan) Siweserenra
Ippi (Apophis) Aaweserra
H3mwdi Hotepibra
FIGURE 1.2. KINGS OF DYNASTY 12 AND SELECTED RULERS OF

DYNASTIES 13-15. AFTER RYHOLT, POLITICAL SITUATION.
* The sequence of rulers is not fixed.

o Ryholt, Political Situation.
10 For a brief overview of chronological issues, see Chapter 2.3.
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PRESENT WORK SOUTHERN LEVANT (OLD) SOUTHERN LEVANT (NEW) NORTHERN LEVANT

EBIVA EBIVa

EBIVB

EBIV/MBI Intermediate BA or MBI

EBIVC EBIVb
MBla
MBIIA MBIIA MBI MBIb
MBIIB MBIIB MBI MBIla
MBIIC MBIIC MBIII MBIIb

FIGURE 1.3. TERMINOLOGY OF DIVISIONS IN EBA-MBA LEVANTINE CHRONOLOGY.
AFTER BURKE, MBA FORTIFICATION STRATEGIES, 19, TABLE 1.

south; and (2) the rise of the Fifteenth Dynasty in the north,
with its capital at Avaris, and the Seventeenth Dynasty in
the south, with its capital at Thebes." Overlap between
Dynasties 13-17 is not unfeasible.

Correlating with the Egyptian period is the Levantine MBA,
for which a number of terminologies exist. The traditional
tripartite division, namely MBIIA-C, is employed in
this work.!? It is recognised that this terminology is not
commonly applied by researchers studying the Northern
Levant, who typically divide the MBA into MBI (MBIIA)
and MBII (MBIIB-C). However, for continuity's sake,
the tripartite division is utilised in discussion to finds
from the north. The various terminologies for describing
Levantine chronology and their correlations can be found
in Figure 1.3.

Synchronisations of the MBA with the Egyptian
chronology follow Bietak's low chronology.'* The MBITA
would thereby generally correlate with the Twelfth
Dynasty and the first half of the Thirteenth Dynasty, the
MBIIA-B to the third quarter of the Thirteenth Dynasty,
the MBIIB to the end of the Thirteenth and first half of
the Fifteenth Dynasty, and the MBIIC to the late Fifteenth
and possibly early Eighteenth Dynasty (Figure 1.4). Based
on these correlations, only Levantine material from the
MBIIA to MBIIB period is examined. Evidence from the
MBIIC is only included in the clarification or reassessment
of traditional relative dates.

1.5.3  Evidential scope

The translation of titles and epithets predominantly follow
Ward's study on Middle Kingdom terms, unless otherwise
specified.' For emphasis, toponyms and personal names
of postulated non-Egyptian origin, including those of
Fourteenth and Fifteenth kings,” are left untranslated.
Pottery fabrics are classified according to the Vienna

" Ryholt, Political Situation.

2 Albright, Archaeology of Palestine; Mazar, Land of the Bible.

3 See Chapter 2.3.

14 Ward, Index.

5" The origin of the name Ippi 'Apophis' is uncertain and could be
either Egyptian or foreign in origin. For more, see von Beckerath,
Zweiten Zwischenzeit, 127, n. 2; Ryholt, Political Situation, 129;
Schneider, Auslinder in Agypten 1, 36-39.

System.!'® The typology of Tell el-Yahudiyah ware is
reliant on its most recent study by Aston and Bietak'” and
scarab seal typology adheres to Ben-Tor's classifications.'®

Evidence of clear provenance and context is selected,
relying on the basis that only such provenanced artefacts
can securely reflect contemporaneous Egyptian-
Levantine contact. Examples of material of uncertain
provenance or date of deposition include scarabs bought
from antiquity dealers and surface finds. Some are
included to signal possible intercultural contact but are
clearly marked as questionable pieces or are only given
a general chronological attribution. Exceptions are a few
unprovenanced artefacts, such as the Tale of Sinuhe or the
Berlin Execration Bowls, that justifiably reflect a Middle
Kingdom date or Middle Kingdom Egyptian-Levantine
relations. Non-contemporary sources, however, are not
analysed. These include the Kamose 'victory' stela, the
Turin King-List, Manetho's history, as well as Canaanite
and Biblical stories, such as those of lo, Joseph, and the
Exodus, which have been related to the Fifteenth Dynasty.

Lastly, it is important to note the fragmented nature of
the evidence itself, particularly as a small percentage of it
survives.'” The presence of variability and the possibility
that the evidence only concerns a small percentage of the
population should be recognised.”® Moreover, the collected
evidence is dependent upon the methodologies followed
by excavation teams in preliminary surveys, consequent
excavations and the final publication of data.?’ Many sites
have also been subjected to looting and mutilation in both
ancient and modern times.

1® Nordstrém and Bourriau, in Ancient Egyptian Pottery, 147-190.

17 Aston and Bietak, 7eD 8

18 Ben-Tor, [EJ 47/3 (1997), 162-189; Ben-Tor, Scarabs.

9" Clarke, Antiquity 47 (1973), 16; Renfrew and Bahn, Archaeology,
54-72.

20 O'Connor, in Population Growth, 81-83; Baines and Eyre, GM 61

(1983), 65-67; Baines and Lacovara, JSA 2 (2002), 12.

For more on problems in excavations and publications of Egyptian

material, see Richards, Society and Death, 67-69.
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EGYPT, TELL EL-DAB'A AND THE LEVANT. AFTER
BIETAK, IN CITIES AND URBANISM, FIG. 7.
* Following Bietak's low chronology.

1.5.4  Other limitations

The scope of the present work has been specifically tailored
to provide the best results for its aims. Therefore, some topics
could not be examined in detail, despite their significance
for the study of the Hyksos. These include: absolute and
relative dating methods determining the chronological
point when the Hyksos took over; the genealogy of Hyksos
rulers and the etymology of the names of Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Dynasty kings; shifts in the ceramic sequence
across Egypt; and developments in scarab typology. Such
studies deserve entirely different research projects and
have, in some form, been dealt with in other works.?

Any reflection on the names and sequence of Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Dynasty kings is limited by evidential
scope. Much of the evidence for these kings is from non-
contemporaneous sources like the Turin King-List or
unprovenanced scarabs. Therefore, the study only refers to
Dynasty 14 if an item from a selected site clearly relates to
a Fourteenth Dynasty king.

2 See, for example, von Beckerath, Zweiten Zwischenzeit; Helck,
Die Beziehungen Agyptens; Schneider, in Ancient Egyptian
Chronology, 168-196; Schneider, Auslinder in Agypten 1; Ben-Tor,
Scarabs; Ryholt, Political Situation.

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

As a final note it should be stressed that some regions
have been more favoured by archaeological researchers
than others. Such regions as the Egyptian western Delta
or the Beqa' Valley of Lebanon, for instance, have not
been adequately explored. The current political situation
in all examined areas also continues to restrict personal
inspection of sites and artefacts. Thus, future archaeological
and historical research will only help clarify and contribute
to the present work's findings, enriching our general
understanding of the Second Intermediate Period.

1.6 Research Outline

The study is divided into three sections: (1) Studying
the Hyksos, with three chapters offering introductory
information on previous scholarship and current
understandings; (2) Evidence for Contact, investigating
the data for Egyptian-Levantine relations from the regions
of Egypt, the Eastern Desert and the Levant, each explored
in a separate chapter; and (3) Observations and Findings,
with two chapters, one on Asiatic representations in
text and art, and the other on the origins and rise of the
Hyksos. Appendices include Ambiguous Data from the
Levant which could not be featured in Section 2 due to
its questionable nature, as well as Translations of lengthy
texts examined in the present work.





