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GENERAL EDITOR'S PREFACE 

R
GBR Qu1RK's landmark paper on 'Winchester Cathedral in the Tenth Century' appeared in 
1959 in Volume 114 (for 1957) of the Archaeological Journal. In the great tradition of Arthur 
Waley and F. J. E. Raby, Quirk combined a distinguished career in the Civil Service with in 

his case a devotion to the study of Anglo-Saxon Winchester. In this, the first of two papers dealing 
with the Old and New Minsters, he set out to explore the written sources for all that might be 
learnt about the physical reality of the Anglo-Saxon cathedral church, a building totally lost, of 
which even the site was then uncertain. 

Roger Quirk based his study on the two principal accounts of Anglo-Saxon Winchester, 
Lantfred's Translatio et miracula S. Swithuni and Wulfstan's Narratio metrica de S. Swithuno. Neither 
text was then in a modem edition with commentary and notes. Lantfred's Translatio had not even 
been printed in its entirety. Comparison between the two was difficult and reference awkward. 
Anyone reading 'Winchester Cathedral in the Tenth Century' will see at once the difficulties facing 
Quirk in the 1950s. 

Supported by his wife Paula, Roger sought to place his view of the Old Minster as revealed by 
analysis of the written sources in the context of the then current understanding of European 
architecture in early medieval France and Germany. It was a remarkable achievement, the scale of 
which will be made clear in Winchester Studies 4.i, The Anglo-Saxon Minsters of Winchester, to which 
The Cult of St Swithun is the companion. In 1961 Roger published a paper on the 'Winchester New 
Minster and its Tenth-Century Tower' (journal of the British Archaeological Association, 3rd ser., 
vol. 24), but his early death in 1964 brought an end to these studies. 

Following the start of excavations in r 96 r and the identification of the sites of the Old and New 
Minsters in 1962-3, the need for scholarly modern editions of the two basic texts became an 
obvious and urgent need. By this time the Winchester Excavations Committee had entered through 
the good agency of Professor Urban Tigner Holmes into a fruitful seven-year collaboration with the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, in association with Duke University and with North 
Carolina State University at Raleigh. It was the basis of our agreement that the American 
universities would send students to take part in the excavations each year and that faculty members 
would share in the academic work. This was the context in which I invited Professor Daniel J. 
Sheerin to undertake an edition of Wulfstan's Narratio metrica, since this was of obvious immediate 
importance for the architectural study of Old Minster. Dan agreed and rapidly produced a text and 
translation of Wulfstan's Epistola specialis, together with an outline commentary which was of 
crucial value for the on-going archaeological investigations. He also demolished the value of 
Vigilantius's purported account of the pre-conquest church, now seen as 'a late medieval pseudo­
history' (see below, p. 177). It was at about this point that Michael Lapidge contacted Dan Sheerin: 
Michael Lapidge describes what happened next in his Preface. Working with Dan Sheerin was 
always a great pleasure for Birthe Kj0lbye-Biddle and for me: we remain grateful to him for his 
generous collaboration and substantial contributions to our understanding of Old Minster in the 
years when the excavations were still in progress and immediately afterwards. 



General Editor’s Preface to the Reprinted and Open Access Edition

Since 2021, volumes in the Winchester Studies series have been made available in facsimile of 
the original out-of-print editions. Developments in digital technologies now enable academic 
publishing to reach wider audiences with options to read online or print on demand. From 
the earliest days of the development of technology to enable online publication, we have been 
exploring options for digitising our volumes, while maintaining close attention to the quality 
of reproduction, especially of our large scale and complex illustrations. Those familiar with our 
volumes will understand and appreciate the care that has been taken with the illustrations. The 
team at Archaeopress have ensured important facets like scale and pagination are maintained 
throughout each volume. It is only through the expertise, dedication, and enthusiasm of 
Archaeopress and their team that this attention to detail and accuracy in digital reproduction 
has been achieved, and for that we are very grateful.

Martin Biddle
March 2023
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Our work has been immeasurably enhanced by our long collaboration with Michael Lapidge. He 
provided us years ago with texts, translations, and burgeoning commentary on both Lantfred and 
Wulfstan, and both have been invaluable in the course of our own work. The three volumes of 
Winchester Studies 4 will form an entity, but this is not to say that Birthe and I and Michael agree 
on every point of the architectural interpretation of the text of Wulfstan's Epistola specialis. The 
degree of agreement has been very encouraging and the disagreements always stimulating, but no 
attempt has been made to smooth over complex passages to produce a seamless garment. The points 
of agreement and disagreement are signalled here and in our Anglo-Saxon Minsters of Winchester to 
allow readers to make up their own minds on what are complicated and difficult problems of 
meaning and emphasis. 

The Winchester Excavations Committee is most grateful to Professor Lapidge for his devoted 
pilgrimage over a period of more than thirty years through the texts on St Swithun. Swithun himself 
is often described as a 'pillar': this study of his cult provides a pillar, a very substantial pillar, in our 
understanding of Anglo-Saxon and later liturgy and piety and not least in our comprehension of the 
great church which honoured his grave and preserved his memory. 

Martin Biddle 
I 7 March 2003 



AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

T
HE present volume represents the results of some thirty years' work on the hagiography and 

cult of St Swithun. My interest in Anglo-Latin literature, and particularly in some unusual 

poems (which I was subsequently able to attribute to the school of Bishop .A3thelwold of 

Winchester), led me in July 1971, in the second week of that month-perhaps even on 15 July, 

though I did not keep a diary of my trips to libraries-to the British Museum, as it then was, and in 

particular to MS Royal 15. C. VII, and to its text of Lantfred's Translatio et miracula S. Swithuni. It was 

clear that the Royal manuscript offered a better text than any in print, and I set to work transcribing 

it, with (I suppose) the aim of publishing an edition and commentary. As I set out to work on this 

important Winchester source, I learned perforce of the Biddles' excavations at Winchester, and at 

the Old Minster in particular, and of the proposed series of Winchester Studies which was to result 

from it; and I also learned from Martin Biddle that a classics professor then at the University of 

Delaware, Daniel J. Sheerin, was at work on a new edition of Wulfstan's Narratio metrica de 
S. Swithuno, a text which (as could quickly be established) was a verse contrafactum of Lantfred's 

prose text and inextricably linked with it. I wrote to Dan Sheerin, I think in 197 4, marking out what 

I thought was my territory and making clear, no doubt abrasively, my intention of editing the 

Lantfred text; he replied courteously, with characteristic generosity, offering to make available to 

me everything he had done to date on Wulfstan, so that our work could proceed in parallel. 

Through further correspondence I came to learn of his vast project of assembling all the pre­

Reformation source-material bearing on the cult of St Swithun-historical, liturgical, art-historical, 

etc.-which was to be published in his volume in the Winchester Studies series. In 1976, after 

consultation with Martin Biddle, Dan Sheerin generously invited me to contribute my Lantfred 

edition to the Swithun volume; and I readily agreed. In spite of our mutual enthusiasm for St 

Swithun, however, neither of us made much progress; and Dan subsequently decided, in April 1977, 

for personal and understandable reasons, to abandon the project altogether. It was shortly thereafter, 

in March 1978, that Martin Biddle invited me to take over responsibility for the volume as Dan 

Sheerin had conceived it, now to be entitled The Cult of St Swithun. I naively agreed. It was at this 

point Only 1978) that Dan sent to me, in one great carton, the entire results of his ten years' research 

on Swithun materials-transcriptions, references, photocopies. (Neither of us was then to know that, 

late in our academic careers, we would both end up at the University of Notre Dame, with offices a 

few feet from each other.) My first duty, therefore, is to acknowledge Dan Sheerin's generosity: 

without his carton of materials, and his preliminary mapping of the terrain, the present volume 

would have taken even more years than it has. 
I have also incurred many other debts during the past thirty years. Among my Cambridge 

colleagues, Simon Keynes has given help and support in ways too numerous to recall: but I think it 

would be fair to say that there is not a historical problem arising from the Swithun materials which 

I have not discussed with him, and had the benefit of his advice, at some point during our long 

friendship. I have also had excellent guidance on the texts printed here: from Michael 

Winterbottom on Lantfred, Neil Wright on Wulfstan, Mechthild Gretsch on .A3lfric, Richard 
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Beadle, Jill Mann and Tony Edwards on The South English Legendary, and Richard Hamer on The 
Gilte Legende. David Chadd and Susan Rankin helped with liturgy and music, and Maire Ni 
Mhaonaigh and Padraig 6 Riain with Irish liturgy and history. Three good friends did not live to 
see the publication of the volume, but their help was invaluable in many ways: Peter Clemoes, 
Jimmy Cross and Bob Deshman. I also benefited from advice on individual points from numerous 
friends and colleagues: James Carley, John Crook, David Dumville, Helmut Gneuss, Michael 
Gullick, Catherine Hills, Leslie Lockett, Rosalind Love, Nigel Morgan, Katherine O'Brien O'Keeffe, 
Andy Orchard, Giovanni Orlandi, Katharine Scarfo Beckett, Richard Sharpe, Rebecca Stephenson, 
Rod Thomson, Gordon Whatley, and Patrick Wormald. Throughout the production of this 
volume, Anne Joshua and her colleagues at Joshua Associates have been unfailingly attentive to 
every kind of detail. Finally, Birthe Kj0lbye-Biddle and Martin Biddle have been exceedingly 
generous with help and advice for more than twenty-five years, and that the volume has finally 
reached completion owes more than I can say to their enduring enthusiasm for the project 

Michael Lapidge 
15 August 2001 
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