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Prelude

This monograph comprises information resulting from rescue excavations at two collective tombs (A
and B), belonging to the last quarter of the 3rd millennium BC, at Mowaihat, Emirate of Ajman, U.A.E.
The excavations in the mid 1980s at Tomb A, a disturbed above-ground circular grave, and the diversity
of the materials discovered in Tomb B, a rectangular and subterranean pit-grave, have confirmed that
the sphere of the Umm an-Nar Culture is much wider than was originally thought. Whilst Tomb A was
fully excavated, Tomb B was only partially uncovered (Al Tikriti 1989). Excavations at the latter were
completed by the late Ernie Haerinck (1991). The aim of this report is therefore to summarise the two
preliminary published reports and, more importantly, to introduce an osteological study of the human
bone remains from Tomb B. Since the discovery of the Umm an-Nar culture by the Danish Archaeological
Expedition in the late 1950s, subterranean tombs of the period are still rare. Tomb N at Hili and Tomb B
in Ajman are the only ones known so far. However, despite belonging to the same period, and showing
similarities in burial customs, the bone study of the Ajman remains demonstrate some differences
between the dead of Tombs B and N.
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Abstract

This monograph presents excavations and human bone remains from the Late Umm an-Nar Period in
the United Arab Emirates. The excavations took place at two tombs that were accidently discovered
at Mowaihat, Emirate of Ajman in 1986, i.e. a circular tomb (Tomb A) and a rectangular tomb (Tomb
B). The excavation results were previously presented in a report published by the excavator (Al Tikriti
1989). The above-ground Tomb A was fully excavated, while the subterranean Tomb B was partially
excavated. The late Ernie Haerinck completed the excavation at Tomb B in 1990 and his findings were
also published (1991). In this publication, both reports will be summarised and a study of human bone
remains from Tomb B will follow.

The discovery resulted from the digging of a c¢. 60 cm-wide trench to lay out a water pipe by the
Ajman Municipality. In coordination between the department of Antiquities in Al Ain and the Ajman
Municipality, based on direct instructions from H.H. Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, a Member
of the Supreme Council of the United Arab Emirates, Ruler of Ajman, Al Tikriti visited the site and
proposed a rescue excavation. The excavations, which lasted two seasons (two months each), revealed
the above-ground Tomb A, circular with an exterior diameter of 8.25 m, and the rectangular subterranean
Tomb B (3.9 m x 2.10 m), both of which are from the Late Umm an-Nar Period. The outer face of the
circular tomb was originally built with carefully cut curved ashlar stones, while the other tomb was
entirely built of rough stone. Contrary to Tomb A, which was found void of materials, apart from a few
fragments of pottery and stone vessels, Tomb B was found intact and yielded various materials and large
collections of human remains. Despite discovering a few semi-complete skeletons, based on the large
number of unarticulated bones the excavators interpreted the tomb as an ossuary pit that received the
dead originally buried in the circular tomb. In addition to the semi-complete skeletons, which were
in good articulation, the osteological study carried out in 2013 by McSweeney on the bone collection
uncovered during the first phase of excavations makes it evident that there were more articulated bones
than originally thought. In this report, based on the above-mentioned study, it has been suggested that
Tomb B may have been a secondary burial when first constructed, but contained primary burials as
well. Despite the poor preservation of the skeletal remains, it seems that more males were buried than
females. For six of the cases, three males and three females, statures averaged 177.33 cm for males
and 159.67 cm for females. The remains showed that the children were rare in comparison to adults.
Of the 12 juvenile skulls, two individuals were aged two to four years, one was aged about six years,
five individuals were in late childhood, one was adolescent, and all that could be said for three of the
individuals was that they were juvenile.

In comparison with Tomb N, a similar Late Umm an-Nar subterranean tomb at Hili, containing c. 600
individuals, the human remains from Ajman’s rectangular tomb (160-180 individuals) indicate that the
two collections belong to two different communities with different lifestyles, e.g. the latter appears to
have consumed fewer dates than the former. Additionally, the impact of disease on the bones was much
less pronounced with the Ajman human remains than those of Hili, therefore it is logical to suggest that
the Mowaihat site, only c. 500 m from the ancient shoreline, relied on fishing, while Hili’s inhabitants, c.
130 km away, practised terrestrial hunting and farming.
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