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Preface

The volume readers hold in their hands is the tenth in The Oasis Papers series, established by the 
Dakhleh Oasis Project in 2001 and the second to be published by Archaeopress, Oxford. It presents 
the proceedings of the Tenth International Conference of the Dakhleh Oasis Project which was 
entitled ‘The Land Where the Sun Goes Down – Archaeology of Egypt’s Western Desert’, and 
took place at the British Museum, London, on 7–8 September 2023. The event formed part of 
the British Museum’s Annual Egyptological Colloquium and was held in the Stevenson Lecture 
Theatre. In early September 2023, London offered particularly sunny and hot weather, most 
fitting for a conference dedicated to the archaeology of Egypt’s Western Desert.

The conference was a joint effort of the Dakhleh Oasis Project, the Dakhleh Oasis Trust, and the 
Department of Egypt and Sudan in the British Museum, which not only hosted the symposium but 
also supported it financially and logistically. The organisers, Julie Anderson and Loretta Kilroe 
from the British Museum and Paweł L. Polkowski from the Dakhleh Oasis Project, were assisted by 
several colleagues, to whom we are deeply grateful. Among them were Daniel Antoine, Keeper of 
Ancient Egypt and Sudan, and the Trustees of the Dakhleh Oasis Trust, with Glenys Carter, then 
Chair of the Trust, Catherine Baines, Judith Trowell, and John O’Carroll in particular. As always, 
the spiritus movens behind it all was Anthony J. Mills, founder of the Dakhleh Oasis Project and its 
director for several decades. We wish to thank Tony wholeheartedly for his dedication and the 
unique atmosphere that only he can create.

Like previous conferences, the symposium focused on research in the Dakhleh Oasis and the 
broader Western Desert. The call for papers generated considerable interest, resulting in 
26 presentations, 18 of which were directly related to Dakhleh, including a keynote lecture 
presented by Colin A. Hope. This is particularly encouraging given that almost no archaeological 
fieldwork has been conducted in the oasis over the past decade.

Not all presentations were submitted to the proceedings, but those that were convey the spirit 
of the conference very effectively. The volume contains 19 papers that touch upon a variety 
of topics, from heritage management (Lamiaa Sayed Abdallah), the spread of domesticated 
animals in Egypt (Juliet V. Spedding et alii), rock art studies (Nourhan Moustafa Ahmed, John C. 
Darnell, Rita Simon, Paweł L. Polkowski, Nikolaos Lazaridis and Salima Ikram), dynastic and later 
iconography (Olaf E. Kaper, Laure Pantalacci, Günter Vittman), Ptolemaic and Roman settlements 
and temples (Roberta Casagrande-Kim, Arnault Gigante and Gaëlle Tallet, Colin A. Hope, Gillian 
E. Bowen and Iain Gardner, Paul Kucera, Marina M. Serena Nuovo), to Christianity in Dakhleh 
and Kharga (Gillian E. Bowen and Christian Turney, Victor Ghica, Rhiannon Williams).The paper 
by Colin A. Hope ranges across all periods from the late Neolithic to late Roman as represented at 
Mut al-Kharab in Dakhleh. The contributions by Paul Kucera and Günter Vittmann were written 
specially for inclusion in this volume and not presented at the conference. Such a collection 
of papers offers a thorough overview of recent archaeological, environmental, prehistoric and 
historic research and analyses, and related issues across a broad chronological scope.

The Oasis Papers series is among the achievements of the Dakhleh Oasis Project, which celebrated 
the 45th anniversary of its first survey season during the year of the London conference. 
Now, with this volume published, we are approaching the 50th anniversary, providing an apt 
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occasion for reflection. The Dakhleh Oasis Project is one of the longest-running archaeological 
endeavours, with a substantial record of accomplishments. This is more remarkable given 
the aforementioned interruptions to fieldwork caused by security concerns and the lack of 
permissions from relevant authorities. Consequently, the project has focused on desktop studies 
and new publications recently, while continuing efforts to facilitate a return to the oasis for field 
research. We sincerely hope that this challenging situation will improve, allowing the Dakhleh 
Oasis Project, along with many colleagues working elsewhere in the Western Desert, to resume 
field research. It is our great wish that, when the 11th International Conference of the Dakhleh 
Oasis Project is announced, the call for papers will attract numerous submissions presenting the 
results of new fieldwork at Dakhleh and throughout the wider Libyan Desert and beyond.

Paweł L. Polkowski and Julie Anderson
Poznań/London

1 September 2025
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